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Categories of Natural Resource Restoration  
 
The Trustees have considered a broad range of natural resource injuries and associated 
service losses potentially associated with the presence of Site-related metals in aquatic 
and terrestrial resources utilizing Aquashicola Creek, the Lehigh River, Blue Mountain, 
and Stony Ridge.  The Trustees believe that the most significant of these injuries and 
service losses result from: 1) reductions in the level and value of recreational activities 
such as fishing, hunting, and hiking; 2) changes in forest management opportunities, and 
3) the ecological effects of elevated levels of metals in the environment.   
 
This Consent Decree is intended to address all of the above categories of injuries and 
service losses, and to provide a framework for corresponding restoration that will 
compensate the public for these losses. At this time, the Trustees believe that the 
following categories of restoration action best address these losses:   
 

1) Creation of opportunities for the general public to fish, hunt, and hike by 
providing new or improved access to resources that support these activities,  

 
2) acquisition of property, to be managed by a Trustee agency or designee, to 

provide forest management opportunities, and provide ecological services 
equivalent to those lost at the Site, and 

 
3) implementation of projects designed to improve or create habitat to provide 

ecological services equivalent to those lost at the site. 
 
Restoration projects may provide compensation for more than one category of injury or 
service loss.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


